Sample Letter to the Editor
The Environmental Benefits of Modern Agriculture



Dear Editor,

<REPORTER> wrote an interesting piece, <“TITLE OF ARTICLE,”> in the <DATE> edition of <NEWSPAPER> focusing on the impact crop protection products and modern agricultural practices have on the environment. The truth is these products and techniques allow our farmer to do more with less and are increasingly environmentally sustainable. 

A 2010 study[footnoteRef:2] led by scientists at Stanford University found that advances in high-yield agriculture, made possible through the use of crop protection products, has led to a drastic reduction of greenhouse gases as farmers are able to use the same land and avoid clearing additional forests. In addition, farmers are constantly using new advances in crop inputs and technologies to reduce their tillage, prevent soil erosion and preserve water quality, all while using less energy. As a matter of fact, U.S. agriculture has reduced its total use of the nation’s energy in the past 40 years to just 1 percent[footnoteRef:3]. [2:  Burney, Jennifer A., Steven Davis and David Lobell. “Greenhouse gas mitigation by agricultural
Intensification.” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America. June 15, 2010. ]  [3:  Crop Protection Research Institute] 

 
Despite many misconceptions, U.S. farmers and ranchers are stewards of the land, and data shows that they are constantly improving their environmental footprint. With sustainable practices and the use of new tools and technologies, growers can ensure that the agricultural industry helps to preserve natural resources for future generations.

Sincerely,

<INSERT NAME, TITLE, COMPANY>





